In half a million rooming houses, the later risers are being called
by their landladies. The boy who wanted to be an actor, and is now
a soda jerker on the "four to twelve" shift in a chain drug-store,
opens the slats of the Venetian blinds.
The city's fifteen hundred clinics are receiving their continual
stream of morning visitors; wounds and more wounds. In the hun-
dred and thirty-odd hospitals the patients are settled down to their
morning boredom. In the convalescent homes they are gazing at
chrysanthemums in vases and fast fading yellow roses.
At noon the tall buildings disgorge their occupants, as thousands
hurry to their habitual drug-store, cafeteria or restaurant for a
sandwich, a cup of coflfee and a cigarette.
Just south of Pennsylvania Station, in the centre of the women's
garment industry, young men named "feather-horses" carry on
hangers, held high, like banners in a religious procession, racks of
flowered cretonnes or flimsy silks and, blowing in the wind, hundreds
of fur stoles. Fur collars of every colour are followed by white collars
as crisp as pastry frills. On troEeys, uniform overcoats are followed
by a drift of evening dresses. So dense is the throng that special
regulations have to be made for up- and downtown pedestrian
traffic.
Various branches of the garment trade have their favourite streets
in which to spend the lunch hour. One is the haunt of the basters,
another of the cutters, yet another of the stitchers.
At the fashionable restaurants, uptown and downtown business
executives pay for one meal more than their stenographers do for
a whole week's lunches.
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By afternoon the city has settled down to a quiet roar. Traffic is
at a standstill in the busiest thoroughfares* Policemen with shrill
whistles use their own initiative to unravel the tangle of buses, lorries
and taxis.
At Sharpe and Dohme's and at the New York Post-Graduate
Hospital, those who have fallen to the bottom of the scale are reduced
to selling their blood at five dollars a pint. Many of these unfortu-
nates are recovering from drunken bouts and because of their poor
physical condition their offers are refused. They are allowed to give
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